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Chapter 1 - Getting Started  

Overview  

HFBS for Revit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019 is designed to increase productivity by linking the Health Facility 

Briefing System Database directly into Revit. It serves as a drafting, design and asset management program allowing 

Planners and Architects to link a brief created in HFBS to a project in Revit right down to room items. 

 

Figure 1 HFBS ribbon ς The HFBS ribbon under the HFBS ribbon tab. 

HFBS for Revit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019 expands the Revit parameter fields to track compliance with the HFBS 

briefing system and provides a highly functional user interface that can be directly accessed inside Revit. 

Please read the software license agreement located in the appendix before using HFBS for Revit. 

By using HFBS for Revit, you are agreeing to be bound by the terms of this agreement. 

System Requirements  

System requirements for the application are the same as those required to run Revit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019. 

These can be found on the Autodesk website or below, please check the Autodesk website for any updates. HFBS for 

Revit requires Autodesk Revit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 or 2019 to be installed on your system before it can be 

installed. 

HFBS for Revit Requirements:  

¶ Autodesk Revit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 or 2019 64 bit installed. 

¶ .Net framework 4.5 installed (for Autodesk Revit 2015 or 2016). 

¶ .Net framework 4.5.2 installed (for Autodesk Revit 2017 or 2018). 

¶ .Net framework 4.7 installed (for Autodesk Revit 2019). 

¶ Internet connection. 

¶ Write access to the desired deployment location. 

¶ Internet Protocol (IP) installed. 

¶ Read/Write access to the HFBS for Revit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019 support files. 

System requirements for Autodesk Revit 2015 

System requirements for Autodesk Revit 2016 

System requirements for Autodesk Revit 2017 

System requirements for Autodesk Revit 2018 

System requirements for Autodesk Revit 2019 
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https://knowledge.autodesk.com/support/revit-products/learn-explore/caas/sfdcarticles/sfdcarticles/System-requirements-for-Autodesk-Revit-2017-products.html
https://knowledge.autodesk.com/support/revit-products/troubleshooting/caas/sfdcarticles/sfdcarticles/System-requirements-for-Autodesk-Revit-2018-products.html
https://knowledge.autodesk.com/support/revit-products/troubleshooting/caas/sfdcarticles/sfdcarticles/System-requirements-for-Autodesk-Revit-2019-products.html
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Autodesk Minimum Requirements for Revit 2015 and Revit 2016 

Minimum: Entry-Level Configuration 

Operating 

System  

Microsoft® Windows® 7 SP1 64-bit:  

Windows 7 Enterprise, Ultimate, Professional, or Home Premium 

Microsoft® Windows® 8 64-bit: 

Windows 8 Enterprise, Pro, or Windows 8 

Microsoft® Windows® 8.1 64-bit: 

Windows 8.1 Enterprise, Pro, or Windows 8.1  

CPU Type 

Single- or Multi-Core Intel® Pentium®, Xeon®, or i-Series processor or AMD® equivalent 

with SSE2 technology. Highest affordable CPU speed rating recommended. 

Autodesk® Revit® software products will use multiple cores for many tasks, using up to 16 

cores for near-photorealistic rendering operations. 

Memory 

4 GB RAM 

Usually sufficient for a typical editing session for a single model up to approximately 100 
MB on disk. This estimate is based on internal testing and customer reports. Individual 
models will vary in their use of computer resources and performance characteristics. 

Models created in previous versions of Revit software products may require more 
available memory for the one-time upgrade process. 

Video Display 
1,280 x 1,024 with true color 

DPI Display Setting: 150% or less 

Video Adapter 

Basic Graphics: 

Display adapter capable of 24-bit color 

Advanced Graphics: 

DirectX® 11 capable graphics card with Shader Model 3 as recommended by Autodesk. 

Disk Space 5 GB free disk space 

Media Download or installation from DVD9 or USB key 

Pointing Device MS-Mouse or 3Dconnexion® compliant device 

Browser Microsoft® Internet Explorer® 7.0 (or later) 

Connectivity Internet connection for license registration and prerequisite component download 
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Autodesk Minimum Requirements for Revit 2017, Revit 2018 and Revit 2019 

Minimum: Entry-Level Configuration 

Operating 

System  

Microsoft® Windows® 7 SP1 64-bit:  

Enterprise, Ultimate, Professional, or Home Premium 

Microsoft® Windows® 8.1 64-bit: 

Enterprise, Pro, or Windows 8.1 

Microsoft® Windows® 10 64-bit: 

Enterprise, or Pro 

CPU Type 

Single- or Multi-Core Intel® Pentium®, Xeon®, or i-Series processor or AMD® equivalent 

with SSE2 technology. Highest affordable CPU speed rating recommended. 

Autodesk® Revit® software products will use multiple cores for many tasks, using up to 16 

cores for near-photorealistic rendering operations. 

Memory 

4 GB RAM 

¶ Usually sufficient for a typical editing session for a single model up to approximately 100 
MB on disk. This estimate is based on internal testing and customer reports. Individual 
models will vary in their use of computer resources and performance characteristics. 
 
Models created in previous versions of Revit software products may require more 
available memory for the one-time upgrade process. 
 

Video Display 
1,280 x 1,024 with true color 

DPI Display Setting: 150% or less 

Video Adapter 

Basic Graphics: 

Display adapter capable of 24-bit color 

Advanced Graphics: 

DirectX® 11 capable graphics card with Shader Model 3 as recommended by Autodesk. 

Disk Space 5 GB free disk space 

Media Download or installation from DVD9 or USB key 

Pointing Device MS-Mouse or 3Dconnexion® compliant device 

Browser Microsoft® Internet Explorer® 7.0 (or later) 

Connectivity Internet connection for license registration and prerequisite component download 

mailto:techsupport@healthdesign.com.au
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Installation Procedures  

Before Installing HFBS for Revit 

HFBS for Revit requires Autodesk Revit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 or 2019 to be installed on your system before it can 

be installed. 

If you have not already installed Revit, please go to the Autodesk Revit website and download then install an 

appropriate Revit version. 

Autodesk Revit website: http://www.autodesk.com/products/revit-family/overview 

To Install HFBS for Revit 

First make sure that any open instances of Revit are closed. Do not run the installer with Revit running. 

On a computer with Autodesk Revit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 or 2019 installed, either download the appropriate 

version of HFBS for Revit installer from the HFBS website, or contact HFBS support to obtain an installer. 

 

When running the installer file, you may need to run this as an administrator if you have restricted access to your 

computer. 
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You should then see a window appear as per Figure 2. 

Follow the installation prompts to run the installation until it is completed. 

 

Figure 2 HFBS for Revit installer - The HFBS for Revit 2015 setup wizard. 
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After installing the HFBS for Revit and opening Revit you will be prompted to enter in a series of file and folder 

locations on your computer or network drive as per Figure 3. 

 

Figure 3 HFBS for Revit - The Application Settings window. 

The application settings can also be accessed after they have been created by: 

¶ Select the HFBS ribbon tab, 

¶ From the HFBS ribbon, select the Settings button (see Figure 4). 

 

Figure 4 HFBS ribbon - The HFBS ribbon tab and Settings button in the HFBS ribbon. 

The form fields in Figure 3 should link to the following files and folders on your local computer or network drives, 

you will need to configure these as per your own setup of these folder locations.  
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The description that follows will guide you through this process: 

¶ Revit Families 

HFBS for Revit can utilise existing Revit .rfa family files if the files are named appropriately as per HFBS furniture 

fitting (FF) & fixture equipment (FE) codes. 

Compatible Revit family files are available at the HFBS for Revit Market website for download: 

http://healthdesign.com.au/RevitMarket. 

Once you have downloaded the files, place them in a windows folder location on your computer or network and 

add the folder path into this form field e.g.: c:\hfbs-for-revit. 

¶ Revit Room Templates\ Blocks 

HFBS for Revit can utilise existing Revit .rvt room template files if the files are named appropriately as per the 

iHFG guideline naming conventions. 

Compatible Revit room template files are available at the iHFG website for download: 

http://healthdesign.com.au/ihfg/Guidelines/Index/iHFG. 

Once you have downloaded the files, place them in a windows folder location on your computer or network and 

add the folder path into this form field e.g.: c:\hfbs-for-revit. 

¶ Revit Configuration 

o Shared Parameters File:  

HFBS for Revit requires a series of shared parameters to be added to either the existing shared parameters 

file or as a new file. HFBS for Revit will look for a shared parameters file in this location e.g. C:\Revit Shared 

Parameters\HFBS_Shared Parameters.txt. 

Please review these shared parameters & either add them into your centralised shared parameters file or 

add this file to your HFBS for Revit settings. 

In Revit, shared parameters are parameter definitions that can be used in multiple families or projects. 

For more information on shared parameters in Revit please consult the Revit help documentation here: 

http://help.autodesk.com/view/RVT/2015/ENU/?guid=GUID-E7D12B71-C50D-46D8-886B-8E0C2B285988  
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o Keyboard Shortcuts File:  

HFBS for Revit allows you to optionally configure a keyboard shortcuts file to be used in conjunction with the 

application. 

In Revit you can improve productivity by using predefined keyboard shortcuts or adding your own key 

combinations. 

One tool can have multiple keyboard shortcuts assigned to it. Some keys are reserved and cannot be 

assigned to Revit tools. 

For more information on keyboard shortcuts in Revit please consult the Revit help documentation here: 

http://help.autodesk.com/view/RVT/2015/ENU/?guid=GUID-39D549F2-75EE-4C06-8B6A-3DADE1FBEF59  

o Application Logging Folder:  

HFBS for Revit can save application log entries to this folder, where the log entries are detailed. 

This is useful in case of an error, as HFBS support can then analyse these files to determine the cause of an 

error. 

The application logs can be placed anywhere on your computer where you have read & write access e.g.: 

C:\Revit Logs\ . 

Application logs follow the following naming convention HFBSforRevit20??.yyyy-MM-dd. 

E.g. HFBSforRevit2015.2015-01-01.log. 

Note: A default error log file is created by HFBS for Revit in the C:\Program Files\Health Projects International\HFBS 

for Revit 20** \Logs\  folder. This contains all error-level entries that have occurred in the application.  

mailto:techsupport@healthdesign.com.au
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Quick Start Guide   

1. Opening a HFBS Project  

Important note: You must open a Revit project, to begin using HFBS for Revit. You can only do this after installing 

HFBS for Revit and configuring the application settings as per the instructions in section Installation Procedures. 

HFBS projects must be created in HFBS (Health Facility Briefing System) or QSOA (where QSOA is the light version of 

the HFBS Briefing Module) before they can be opened in HFBS for Revit. 

To create a project in the HFBS, first browse to HFBS and create your first project in the HFBS Briefing Module or 

QSOA: http://hfbs.healthdesign.com.au/index.html. 

For more help on this, check out the getting started with HFBS page here: http://www.hfbsinfo.com/getstarted/.  

To create a new project, users can: 

¶ Create a new project in Revit then associate the project with a HFBS project, or  

¶ Open an existing project in Revit then apply the same process. 

To create or open an existing HFBS project, you then need to sign in to HFBS for Revit. 

1. Open Revit. 

2. Open a Revit project. 

3. Select the HFBS ribbon tab. 

4. From the HFBS ribbon, select the Project button (see Figure 5). 

If the user has not signed in, a dialog will appear for you to sign in into your HFBS account (see Figure 6). 

 

Figure 5 HFBS ribbon - Open a project using the Project button. 

5. Sign in to HFBS using your HFBS account, or select the Get HFBS Account button to signup to HFBS.  

 

Figure 6 HFBS for Revit - Sign in to HFBS using a valid account, or select the Get HFBS Account button. 
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6. Select a domain from the list of available domains. 

 

Figure 7 HFBS for Revit - Select a domain. 

7. Select a project & milestone. 

 

Figure 8 HFBS for Revit - Select a project & milestone. 

8. The Project Manager window will now open & you can begin to use the application with the open Revit project. 

Once a user has signed in, from then on, selecting the Project button in the HFBS ribbon will always load the Project 

Manager window. 

If you wish to create a new project select the Register Project button & this will open the HFBS Briefing Module with 

a dialog for you to enter in the details of your new project. 

After you have finished, select OK and then create your new project brief as you would normally (see Figure 9). 

 

Figure 9 HFBS - Register Project Dialog 
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2. The Project Manager Window  

1. Once you have opened a project in HFBS for Revit, you will be prompted to synchronize your Revit project with 

the HFBS project you have opened (see Figure 10).  

 

Figure 10 HFBS for Revit - Synchronizing the HFBS project with the Revit project. 

This menu item synchronizes all HFBS departments, HFBS rooms and HFBS room items.  

2. You will be ŀǎƪŜŘ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎȅƴŎƘǊƻƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ IC.{ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΚέ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ 

selecting OK, existing links will be detected between the HFBS project and the open Revit project. 

Changes will be reflected in the HFBS project and updated in the open Revit project. 

In the background, HFBS for Revit searches for specific HFBS shared parameters, then matches the values 

contained in these HFBS shared parameters between the HFBS project and the open Revit project.  

This can be a time-consuming process, depending on the amount of linked HFBS entries and the number of 

elements in the open Revit project.  

mailto:techsupport@healthdesign.com.au
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3. After the synchronization operation has completed, the contents of the HFBS project will appear in the Project 

Manager window. 

This window shows HFBS departments, HFBS rooms and HFBS room items in a hierarchical order. 

Selecting a HFBS room will reveal the HFBS room items that are contained inside the HFBS room, where the HFBS 

room items will be displayed in a panel at the bottom of the Project Manager window (see Figure 11). 

 

Figure 11 Project Manager window - The Project Manager window with the top panel displaying HFBS departments and HFBS rooms, and 
with the bottom panel displaying HFBS room items. 
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Starting a New Project  

Users can either: 

¶ Create a new project in Revit then associate the project with the brief, or  

¶ Open an existing Revit project and then apply the same procedure. 

Once this is complete you are ready to start linking your HFBS project (i.e. the brief) shown in the Project Manager 

window (see Figure 11) to the open Revit project. 

The Project Manager window will display the linked status of all HFBS department, HFBS rooms and HFBS room 

items in the form of an icon. 

The key to explain these icons can be found at the top of the Project Manager window (see Figure 11). 

1. How to Link a  HFBS Room 

1. From the Project Manager window, select a HFBS department. 

2. Select a HFBS room. The HFBS room will then be highlighted. 

3. Select the menu to the right of the HFBS room, then the Link Room menu item. 

4. In the open Revit project, select the Revit room to link to (see Figure 12).  

 

Figure 12 Project Manager window - Linking a HFBS room with a Revit room. 
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5. The icon to the right of the HFBS rom will then appear as a Partial link (see Figure 13), this is because the room 

contains FF (furniture fittings), FFE (furniture, fixtures & equipment), Services and Fabrics room items that need 

to be linked. 

These HFBS room items can be viewed in the bottom panel of the Project Manager window and linked using the 

same process. 

On completion of this operation, the Revit room will have populated HFBS shared parameters (such as 

HFBS_Room_ID, HFBS_Room_Tag_Text, HFBS_Room_Tag, HFBS_Room_Name, HFBS_Room_Tag_Same, 

HFBS_Room_Tag_Similar and HFBS_Room_Mirrored) (see Figure 13). 

 

Figure 13 Project Manager window - Linking a HFBS room with the HFBS room icon and the Revit room shared parameters updated. 
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